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Bronx now has over 40 sitings for waste
transfer stations. One of the big mys-
teries in New York City is why one
community got to the point to where
over 40 waste recycling centers appear
only in that community. New York
City’s Department of Sanitation cur-
rently licenses at least 85 private waste
transfer stations in New York City,
handling at least 13,000 to 14,000 tons
per day of commercial solid waste.

Today I begin to introduce this series
which the New York Daily News has
been working on all week long; and I
will close with this, Mr. Speaker:
500,000 New Yorkers have asthma, the
silent killer, and there is a child trying
to breathe. This may look dramatic
and some people may think in some
way it is grandstanding by a news-
paper, but this is the truth. This is a
condition not in a foreign country.
This is a condition in the Sixteenth
Congressional District in New York.
f

THE HAYWORTH EDUCATION LAND
GRANT ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. HAYWORTH)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening to report to my colleagues
and to the people of the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Arizona and, indeed,
Mr. Speaker, to those who watch us
across the country on C-SPAN of the
latest progress on what I believe can
form a firm foundation for educational
improvement across America but espe-
cially in rural America. For this morn-
ing, Mr. Speaker, a subcommittee of
the Committee on Resources held hear-
ings on H.R. 2223, what my staff has
taken to calling HELGA, the Hayworth
Education Land Grant Act.

I think this is very important, Mr.
Speaker, because this legislation is
borne out of two historical achieve-
ments, one small and little noticed, the
other of momentous import in our Na-
tion’s history vis-a-vis education.

The first feature was a little-known
bill that was passed into law in the
final days of the 104th Congress, in my
first term representing the people of
the Sixth District of Arizona, that had
to do with the tiny Alpine School Dis-
trict located on the Arizona-New Mex-
ico border.

You see, Mr. Speaker, the people of
Alpine came to me and they said, we do
not have much of a tax base. We no
longer are able to really harvest the
timber in this area. But we have been
able to scrimp and save and we think
we have enough money to build a new
school building.

Now, we should note that the people
of Alpine and the students there in
that school district were holding class-
es in a small building that was for-
merly a church facility, and these peo-
ple desperately needed a new school.
They came and they said, Congress-
man, we have the money to build a new
school, but we do not have the money

to buy the land on which the school
would be situated. It would cost us
some, well, almost one quarter of a
million dollars. That is too much for us
to handle.

But the irony is that Alpine sits on
the edge of a national forest. A feder-
ally controlled land. So they asked,
would it be possible for the Congress to
grant a conveyance of 30 acres of land
for the construction of new athletic
and academic facilities to educate the
children of the Alpine School District?
And the good news is that that passed
on the final day of the 104th Congress;
and the people of Alpine, Arizona, are
building their new school facility.

Well, Mr. Speaker, as I have often
pointed out, one of the most accurate
observations of life in these United
States, indeed of what has transpired
on the historical stage worldwide, was
the observation of Mark Twain that
history does not repeat itself but it
rhymes. And in the wake of what tran-
spired with the Alpine School District,
I got to thinking about what else had
been done similarly in American edu-
cation, and I looked back to something
that had happened really over one cen-
tury ago when another Member of Con-
gress and another member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, Justin
Smith Morrill of Vermont, revolution-
ized, I do not think that is too strong
a term, Madam Speaker, revolutionized
the whole notion of higher education in
this country by working for and
achieving passage of the Federal Land
Grant Act, the process of ceding feder-
ally controlled land back to the States
with a promise that those respective
States would establish institutions of
higher learning with a concentration in
the agricultural and mechanical arts.

Congressman Morrill looked back at
his own life and, more importantly, the
life of his father. He talked about the
fact that his father was a blacksmith,
a laborer, who spent all of about 6
months receiving instruction within
the classroom. And he thought it was
important for the sons and daughters
of farmers and laborers to have an op-
portunity to go on to college.

Passage of the Federal Land Grant
Act brought down the barriers to high-
er education one century ago. What
had formerly been something only for
the elite was now available to many.

In that same spirit, I have introduced
the Federal Land Grant Act of this
105th Congress that would allow for a
uniform procedure for school districts
to apply for conveyances of land for the
construction of new school facilities. It
carries no budget impact because the
land already belongs to the Federal
Government. But what it can mean to
the education of schoolchildren in
rural America is priceless.

Madam Speaker, I look forward to
speaking more about this perhaps later
tonight and in further proceedings of
this Congress but, Madam Speaker, I
would also urge Members to actively
support H.R. 2223.

TORNADOES WREAK DEVASTATION
IN FLORIDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
Northup). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MCCOLLUM) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I
come tonight before this body to ex-
press my deep concern for what has
happened in my congressional district
this past day. We had one of the great
tragedies in the State of Florida in
three tornadoes that touched down in
that area, two of them in my district,
one in the Kissimmee area, one in Win-
ter Garden, one in the district of my
colleague (Mr. Mica) in the Sanford
area, which wreaked deaths that are al-
most 40 in number, and maybe more,
we just do not know.

There were more people I believe
killed in those three tornadoes that oc-
curred two nights ago in my area than
died in Hurricane Andrew, which was a
huge natural disaster many people are
aware of that hit the State of Florida
a couple years back and caused mil-
lions and millions of dollars worth of
damage.

It is hard to express the feelings that
one sees when you walk out into the
areas where those tragedies occur. I
spent most of the day yesterday with
our Governor and Senator MACK and
others walking through the devasta-
tion in three counties, Osceola, Orange
and Seminole in Florida.

The amount of damage we see in the
photographs are probably just as real
on television or in the newspapers that
the Nation can see as indeed exists
there, but it is very, very hard to ex-
press in the written words or even over
the communicated radio or television
word the feelings and the emotions
that you feel yourself when you go out
there and see all of that that has been
wreaked by God and when you see the
feelings of the people and you
empathize with those who have lost
loved ones or whose loved ones have
been badly injured or who have lost
possessions that were their life’s sav-
ings, their life’s possessions, things
that cannot be replaced.

I know that one of the tornadoes, the
most serious one that killed the most
people, sat down just a short distance
from the Silver Spurs Rodeo in Kissim-
mee, where I attended with a German
exchange student living with me on
Saturday. I looked yesterday across
the field where that was and realized
the calmness of that, where little or
nothing had been disturbed where the
Houston Astros have their spring train-
ing and their ballpark, the stadium
where the radio takes place, the area
where they had a State fair, an open
field between where I was standing in
there, and then right at the moment
where I was standing this tornado had
come down to start a 10-mile rampage
across that county.

It came down and destroyed a con-
venience store. It left, leaving nothing
but a handful of concrete blocks. It
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took down the power lines along this
road on one side, clipping them off
about two feet or so above, taking the
entire lines and the power poles across
into the woods on the other side.

b 1815

Then as it crossed that street, just
immediately across almost an idyllic
setting that I described where the
rodeo took place and the ballpark is,
here was this recreational vehicle park
where people come with their RVs,
these big RVs, and they were shredded,
they were torn apart, just like many
mobile home communities in the area
were. People say things looked like
match boxes. That is not an adequate
description. Trees were shredded like a
shredder shreds them at the top. De-
struction of these vehicles as well as
many of the homes in the area were
terribly devastated, indescribable, even
though one may see pictures of them,
to see what has actually happened in
this setting.

The bad news was that 10 people or so
were killed in that recreational vehicle
park. Over in a neighborhood a short
distance away from that of regular sin-
gle-family homes, there was the same
type of destruction I had seen from the
air after Hurricane Andrew, a narrower
swath but very similar where the
homes were literally destroyed. These
were well-built, modern homes and
people lost everything. Some people
lost their lives. Not far from there,
there was a strip mall shopping center
with a grocery store, with a McDon-
ald’s, with a lot of other things in it to-
tally wiped out.

Fortunately, the tornado occurred at
night and so the devastation of all of
this block and concrete that came
down did not kill anyone in that mall
other than I understand two people in a
pub that was still open that night in
the area. A mobile home park wiped
out with a lot more people killed. In
Orange County, I talked to a couple in
a mobile home park where the devasta-
tion was terrible, another park near
Winter Garden. They had been very for-
tunate. Nothing had happened to their
mobile home. The inside had not been
damaged, nothing had fallen off the
shelves. But you walked right outside
to their carport and the cars under
that carport, which was no longer
there, had been crushed, a large Ford
vehicle whose axle and frame just bent
over like some giant block had been set
on top of it and immediately next door
to them, which was in a mobile home
park only a very short distance of a
few feet, was another mobile home that
had been shredded apart, just totally
destroyed and a body had been flung in
there from a mobile home 5 or 6 homes
down from them where this horrible
wreaking had come through but God
for whatever reason had spared them
and their mobile home but not some-
one else.

I just want to say that all of the peo-
ple who have helped in that, all the
compassionate workers need to be

thanked, all the people whose outpour-
ing of sympathy and concern have been
given and the hours and hours of work
that were put in in the aftermath of
that storm deserve a lot of thanks and
praise. Thank God more people were
not killed.
f

EDUCATION, TAXES AND
RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
Northup). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. KINGSTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, I
wanted to tonight touch base on 3
issues very quickly, but first I want to
say, representing the Third Infantry
Division in Hinesville, Georgia, Fort
Stewart-Hunter, I had the opportunity
on Friday to go say good-bye to many
of the troops who were leaving to go to
Kuwait. They were on the tarmac, they
had already said good-bye to their fam-
ilies, they had already gotten their pa-
perwork in order. They had guns in
hand, canteens loaded, rucksacks on
their back, they were sitting in their
fuel trucks, in their communication
trucks and Jeeps and so forth, getting
ready to get on a C–5 and go to Ger-
many or to Spain, then on to Kuwait.
The men and women who were about to
go in harm’s way on behalf of not only
the United States of America but the
entire world were standing tall. They
were confident but not cocky, they
were proud but not arrogant and to a
person brave and sure of themselves.
They are well-trained.

I told them that the American people
are behind them. I was excited as ev-
erybody else was when I read about the
potential peace agreement. I hope that
it stands. However, I do think that this
administration needs to clearly outline
to Congress, this week, exactly what
that agreement means to our foreign
policy in Iraq and the Middle East.
What will be the long-term ramifica-
tions? Do we have a lasting peace, what
will be involved, and can our troops
come home? Can we bring down the
25,000 troops that we have? I am very
interested to hear from the administra-
tion on that. I, like many Members of
Congress, again would ask this admin-
istration to tell us exactly what is
going on.

To touch base on a couple of issues,
real quickly. Education. This year we
need to do everything we can to decen-
tralize education and put it back in the
hands of the local people. I was talking
to a woman in Brunswick, Georgia
whose mother was a teacher in Gray,
Georgia, one of the great teachers that
introduces all the kids to all the won-
derful subjects and has taught most of
the kids in the small town of Gray. She
said that not long ago, a Harvard feder-
ally funded education consultant went
down to Gray, Georgia and told this 30-
year veteran of teaching that she need-
ed to start pointing to the other side of
the chalkboard because kids learn cog-

nitively better on one side of the brain
than the other and if the teacher would
only start pointing to the other side of
the chalkboard, these kids would learn
a lot more. That kind of absurd
busybodiness out of Washington, we do
not need.

The second issue, taxes. We need to
continue to be mindful that the aver-
age American family pays 38 percent in
taxes. That means every Monday, you
are working for the government and
most of Tuesday you are working for
the government. We need to reduce our
tax burden to the 25 percent range. We
need to simplify our Tax Code. If we go
to a sales tax or a flat tax, whichever,
it is better than the Tax Code that we
have now. Then we need to change the
attitude of the IRS. They work for us,
the American people. We do not work
for them. You should be considered in-
nocent until proven guilty.

Finally, we need to have a mature
dialogue on retirement. We really do
not have a zero balanced budget. We
have a Social Security surplus that we
are applying to the general fund. If we
want to protect Social Security and
put it first, we have to say absolutely
no new spending programs.

Madam Speaker, the President has
committed to over $100 billion in new
spending programs for this year in his
budget. That money comes right out of
the surplus in Social Security. We need
to personalize Social Security, but we
need to protect it. The first step is not
spending the money. In these things,
education, taxes and retirement, I hope
that this Congress makes them the top
priority.
f

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NAGORNO KARABAGH MOVEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
have come to the floor of the House to-
night to pay tribute to a very impor-
tant milestone for the Armenian people
and for people everywhere who care
about the values of freedom, human
rights and self-determination.

Last Friday, February 20, marked the
10th anniversary of the liberation
struggle of Nagorno Karabagh.
Nagorno Karabagh, or Artsakh as it is
known to the Armenian people, is an
independent Nation populated pri-
marily by ethnic Armenians and lo-
cated between the Republic of Armenia
and the Republic of Azerbaijan. The
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin con-
signed Nagorno Karabagh to Azer-
baijan despite the fact that this land
has been continuously inhabited by Ar-
menians for centuries. Armenia was
the first Nation to embrace Christian-
ity, and Karabagh was an integral part
of the ancient land of Armenia. Under
the Soviet system Nagorno Karabagh
was recognized as an autonomous re-
gion because of its distinct Armenian
identity.
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